Ministry Musings
1st Sunday of Lent
As we enter the season of Lent it would seem that the Spirit is
leading us to learn more about what it means to give Jesus
Supremacy in our lives 24/7!
What does that look like and feel like as we go about our lives?
How does it show in our relationships with one another and how
we treat ourselves?
How does our worship develop our relationship with God and
encourage our support of each other?
Faith is not private ~coming to church is as much about what we
contribute as it is about what we receive! ~If we opt out of styles
of worship because they ‘don’t do anything for us’ then we
damage the body of Christ which we are part of at
Immanuel & St. Andrew and we are missed! That does not mean
we have to put up with things we find a hinderance but it does
give us the right to share why they hinder our relationship with
God and seek ways of changing them.
Our MAP, as it develops, along with the rest of the Diocesan
input we are being offered as a ‘pioneer project parish’ will help
us move from the rut we find ourselves in to being a vibrant
witness to Christ in this place. As we enter this period it will
stimulate and challenge and we won’t like everything suggested
or that we experience. But these are exciting times and it is good
they are starting as we enter Lent. A time to review what God
wants in our lives.
Today we hear in Genesis of the Rainbow give by God as a
Covenant of His desire for us tobe in a loving relationship with Him.
1 Peter 3 tells us that the water of baptism saves not through
cleansing our bodies but through the pledge of a clear
conscience toward God ~ just as was given to Noah’s family
through the flood so that as our Gospel commends in its closing
verse we can recognise that “The kingdom of God has come
near. Repent and believe the good news!” and develop our
“knowing Jesus ~ making Him known”.

